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CONEY WINES

CELLAR DOOR AND VINEYARD RESTAURANT

(06) 306 8345
Dry River Road, RD1, Martinborough

Open Friday/Saturday/SundayOpen Friday/Saturday/Sunday
Cellar door: 11 – 4 • Restaurant: 12 – 3Cellar door: 11 – 4 • Restaurant: 12 – 3

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE

“COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL”

South Wairarapa Tow & Salvage
24/7 Breakdown & Tow Service

Warrant of Fitness Express
2010 MTA Wairarapa Repairer Award

Full Workshop Facilities
Extensive range of New & Second Hand Tyres

SOUTH WAIRARAPA
AUTO SERVICES LTD

91 Fitzherbert st, Featherston
Phone: 06 308 9372 and 06 379 6500

NOW OPEN
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WELCOME

On behalf of the Wairarapa 
Racing Club it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you to 
Tauherenikau for the Wairarapa 
Country Music Festival. We’re 
looking forward to delivering a 
fantastic country experience, and 
showcasing our wonderful venue.

A big thank you to our supporters, 
particularly our major sponsor 
Trust House, who help us make 
this a memorable event that gets 
better every year. Thanks also to 
the local community who get 
behind us and make our visitors 

feel welcome.

For the first time 
Tauherenikau 
will also host the 
prestige classic 
cars of Cruise 
Martinborough on 
Saturday afternoon 
alongside the festival. It will 
be a great opportunity to inspect 
some serious “Horse Power” 
around the race track.

Talking of horse power, the 
Waitangi Day race meeting is on 
Thursday 6th February.

As well as the 
excitement 
of the races, 
Tauherenikau 

provides a 
rustic setting 

for a picnic under 
the trees or track 

side, and there’s free 
entertainment for the 

children.

We hope you enjoy your time with 
us and everything Wairarapa has 
to offer from wineries, cafes and 
shops, to beaches and landscapes.

Wairarapa Racing Club President 
GARRICK EMMS

Trust House is thrilled to 
support this wonderful event for 
Wairarapa. The Wairarapa Country 
Music Festival is a fantastic 
opportunity for locals and tourists 
alike to enjoy something different 
in the beautiful Tauherenikau 
grounds. 

Our Mission at The House 
Foundation is all about making 
a difference in our community 
and the Wairarapa Country Music 
Festival reflects that. Not only is it 
the perfect opportunity for locals 
to come and enjoy themselves, 

but it’s a great 
drawcard for 
visitors too. Our 
community 
enjoys the buzz 
that the festival 
creates for our 
region. The festival 
reaches a unique 
demographic and fits 
well with our region’s love for 
music and reputation for top-
notch events. 

Trust House has a strong, long-
standing relationship with the 

Tauherenikau Racecourse and, 
as funders, it’s important that 
we have confidence in them 
to deliver a great and safe 
event, which, of course, they 
will. 

We wish Tauherenikau 
Racecourse the very best.

So, here at Trust House, we are 
delighted to be a major supporter 
of the Wairarapa Country Music 
Festival at Tauherenikau and 
we hope you have a wonderful 
time! Take care, be safe, but most 
importantly, have a great time. 

Trust House Foundation Chair Masterton Regional Net Proceeds Committee
MENA ANTONIO

After Hours self service 
Petrol & Diesel now Available
LPG Bottles • Trailer Hirage

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
WAIRARAPA COUNTRY MUSIC
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THE WARRATAHS
Titans of backbeat  
and tales of the road
From the Far North to The Bluff, 
hundreds of thousands of New 
Zealanders have packed pubs, 
theatres and dance halls and 
have literally grown up with The 
Warratahs.

At this year’s Wairarapa Country 
Music Festival, visitors will have 
the rare opportunity to catch a 
special appearance by one of 
New Zealand’s most talked-about 
bands.

The songs by lead singer and 
guitarist Barry Saunders are 
etched into New Zealand’s 
landscape and this artistry 
was rewarded in 2016 with the 
Warratahs taking out Best 
Country Music album at the 
Gore Gold Guitars Awards with 
Runaway Days, an album that 
entered both the New Zealand 
and Country charts in the Top Ten.

The more recent double album 
Drivin’ Wheel, is a unique 
collection of their songs and style 
since the band’s beginning in 
1986.

Over the years, the band has 
appeared with Johnny Cash, June 
Carter Cash, Billy Joel, Lucinda 
Williams and Leann Rimes, 
among other international stars.

Get ready for a vintage 
performance by this iconic band 

with Nik Brown’s hands of fire 
on fiddle as the band rocks you 
through Hands of My Heart, 
Maureen, Rescue Me, Mount 

From left, Nick Theobald, Barry Saunders, Michael Knapp & Nik Brown

Victoria Rain by these titans of  
the backbeat and buccaneers of 
the road.

This beautiful refurbished Hotel and 
Restaurant is a peaceful, relaxing Place.
Either outdoors in the garden bar or 
inside in the dining room, this is a 
great place for any function.

P: 06 308 9697
visit our website W: tinhut.co.nz  | E: thetinhut@xtra.co.nz  |  1512 State Highway 2, Tauherenikau

WANT TO KNOW MORE 
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BEVAN GARDINER
AND JAMES DAVY

Denver  
and beyond
Bevan Gardiner may have hung 
up his John Denver persona for 
the meanwhile, but visitors to the 
Wairarapa Country Music Festival 
will still enjoy Denver’s music.

“We’ll play the hits of John Denver 
as well as songs from other great 
country artists like Merle Haggard, 
Alan Jaxon, Charley Pride, George 
Strait and lots more,” says Bevan. 
“I’m also a big James Taylor fan so 
I’ll chuck one of his in there.”

Luck played a part in The John 
Denver tribute show, which was 
hugely popular in both New 
Zealand and Australia, Bevan 
recalls.

“Event Entertainment was 
putting together the show and 
needed a singer. I’d just come 
back from America, singing at 
the International John Denver 
Memorial Festival, and they saw 
an article on me in the Otago 
Daily Times. They got in touch 
with me and I was keen as. The 
rest is history, as they say.”

The last tour of the show was in 
New Zealand in 2017.

“The show had toured around 
New Zealand a few times as well 
as Australia and we wanted to 
finish on a high, rather than have 
the popularity dwindle until it 
eventually dies. We wanted to 
leave it open ended a bit so we 
could possibly bring the show 
back in the future.”

The past year has seen Bevan 
doing a lot of music teaching, 
supplying vocals, guitar and 
drums in various bands, and 
doing local gigs with James Davy.

“Georgie Daniell and I opened 
for Charley Pride back in April 
2019. That was such an awesome 
experience. Charley still packs the 

punters in so we got to play to 
full houses just about every night. 
Charley was really supportive 
of us and we also formed great 
friendships with his band 
members.”

Bevan is looking forward to 
returning to the Wairarapa 
Country Music Festival.

“We really enjoyed ourselves at 
the last festival. Outdoor gigs are 
always awesome. The crowd really 
got into it. We love to entertain the 
audience - have them sing along, 
get them dancing and having fun. 
I think they certainly did that last 
time. I know we had fun.”

James Davy spent 10 years as a 
freelance musician in Auckland 
before moving south to support 
country artists like Bevan, Jeff 

Rae, Susan Prentice, Garry Morris, 
and Craig Adams.

“We like to include a song that 
really shows off James’ fantastic 
work on the guitar. He’s a 
phenomenal guitarist,” says 
Bevan. “James provides a lot of 
harmony singing and also sings 
lead on a few songs in the show.

“We like to have a mixture of fast 
and slower songs to bring the 
audience up, down and back up 
again through the show.”

So how does Bevan define the 
term “country music”?

“That’s a hard one. I think country 
music, a lot of the time tells a 
story. It’s story-telling to music. 
Often the songs have great 
meaning and feeling behind 
them.”

Bevan Gardiner.
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SUE DYSON

A burning passion
Born and raised in Wairarapa, 
with family roots stretching back 
to Barraba in New South Wales. 
Sue Dyson’s love of country 
music runs deep.

Sue has appeared on The Good 
Morning Show and performed 
at the Tamworth Country Music 
Festival in Australia in 2014 and 
2017. We took a few minutes to 
catch up with her .

Like most art forms in New 
Zealand, taking country music 
seriously as a career must be a 
challenge. What is it that keeps 
you motivated? 
“For me, the love of music keeps 
me motivated. I’ve had this 
burning passion since I was a 
little girl. I knew I wanted to make 
music a career.”

Country music has always been 
a broad church. How would you 
describe your personal direction 
as a country music artist? 
“I used to like country music 
which was a little more on the 
‘pop’ side of things but these 
days I’ve been more attracted 
to songs that tell deeper stories, 
songs which are a little closer 
to folk music but still with that 
obvious country sound.”

They say country music is about 
telling stories. What sorts of 
stories do you like to tell in your 
songs? 
“Initially I used to write love songs 
as they seem to be easier to 
write, but now I am challenging 
myself and trying to branch 
out to write songs which have a 
sense of place. For example, one 
I’m working on at the moment is 
titled “Boy from Barraba” which 
tells the story of how my great-
grandfather made the brave 
decision to move from Barraba 
in New South Wales in Australia 

to New Zealand before the First 
World War. 

“I am very blessed and grateful 
to have local songwriter Stefan 
Kingsford Brown to co-write with 
as he has had a lot of success in 
the past with his own writing. I 
find him extremely inspirational 
in his process of song writing.”

Who are some of the artists that 
you always return to?  
An artist that inspires me, first 
and foremost, would be Brandi 
Carlile, both for her song writing 
and vocal ability. I listen to her 
often. Otherwise for inspiration 
for song writing, I listen to 
Gretchen Wilson, Lori McKenna, 
Australian artist Tori Forsyth 
and Catherine Britt along with 
legends such as Emmylou Harris, 
Dolly and Patsy. I used to and 
still am inspired vocally by artists 
such as Aretha Franklin and 
Gladys Knight. There are so many 

great singers out there.”

What are your goals and plans 
for the next year?  
“To complete an album with 
one of my favourite, acclaimed 
producers, Simon Johnson at 
Hillbilly Hut on the Central Coast 
of New South Wales. He recorded 
my second single “I See Him 
Everywhere” which did really well. 
I also plan to tour Australia and 
the South Island once the album 
is complete.”

What can we expect to hear 
from you at the Wairarapa 
Country Music Festival?  
“This year I will be performing 
some of my own songs I’ve co-
written with others plus some 
good old favourites that the 
crowd will enjoy.”
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JACKIE BRISTOW

Heartfelt and 
sophisticated
Jackie Bristow combines subtle 
but beautiful melodies and 
hooks that hypnotise the listener, 
demand complete surrender 
and then stick around with the 
backbone of a real friend.

Born in New Zealand but then 
transplanted to Australia and 
now the United States, with a 
guitar, suitcase and songs, Jackie 
travels light but packs a heavy 
punch.

She has had the honour to be 
the opening act for many of her 
musical heroes. Opening for 
Bonnie Raitt in New Zealand on 
her 2013 “Slipstream” tour was a 
dream-come-true.

Jackie was invited back in 2017 
to join Bonnie Raitt on her “Dig 
in Deep” tour. Jackie opened for 
Foreigner in 2017 and the Steve 
Miller Band in 2016.

Jackie has been the opening 
act for many other well-known 
names over the years - Marc 
Cohn, John Oates, B.J. Thomas, 
Phoebe Snow, Art Garfunkel, 
Madeline Peryoux and Jimmy 
Webb to name a few.

Jackie’s singing career began at 
the tender age of eight when she 
took a shine to church hymns at 
St Mary’s Primary School in Gore.

By the time she was 11, Jackie 
and younger sister Katrina 
were sweeping up a string of 
awards and by 14, the “Bristow 
Sisters” were gigging regularly 
throughout the South Island.

Around this time, Jackie 
began to mine her 
parents’ record collection, 
discovering classic songs 
from Elvis Presley, Linda 
Ronstadt and even “Solid 
Gold Hits”!

Jackie began to write her 
own songs and at 17 enrolled 

at Invercargill Polytechnic Music 
School, where she hooked up 
with local musicians and spent 
the following 18 months singing 
in pop and cover bands all 
around New Zealand.

The professional Bristow had by 
then immersed herself in the 
music of Ricki Lee Jones, Bonnie 
Raitt and Crowded House.

Jackie’s songs have been used 
repeatedly in Australian and New 
Zealand film and television hit 
shows such as “Go Girls,” “The 
Secret Life of Us,” “Home and 
Away,” “Outrageous Fortune,” 
“Shortland Street,” and “Go Big.”

Her original song “This is 
Australia” won Tourism 
Australia’s nationwide 
competition and was featured 
in its worldwide promotional 
campaigns for three years.

Songs from the “Crazy Love” 
and “Freedom” albums were 
programmed into rotation 
at 7000 Starbucks locations 
nationwide in the United States.

In 2014, Jackie was awarded 
New Zealand Southland Music 
Ambassador of the Year.

Jackie has proven to be an 
artist who shows no signs of 
stopping. In 2017 she relocated 
to the music mecca, Nashville, 
Tennessee.

The last year has been a busy one 
for Jackie including supporting 
Boz Scaggs, doing two European 
promotional tours for her albums 
Without You and Shot Of Gold, 
performing in a benefit concert 
for Christchurch, and playing at 
the South By South West festival.
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AINSLIE ALLEN

Fresh from the 
Tamworth Country 
Music Festival
Ainslie Allen performs on the 
Friday and Saturday evening of the 
Wairarapa Country Music Festival 
2020, almost straight off the stage 
from the Tamworth Country Music 
Festival in Australia.

“I touch down in Wellington on 
Thursday, and perform in the 
Wairarapa the very next night!”

At Tamworth, Ainslie is 
performing alongside New 
Zealand country music legends 
Jodi Vaughan, Brendan Dugan 
and Aly Cook in the show New 
Zealand Country Music Legends 
and Friends. At the Wairarapa 
festival she headlines with New 
Zealand country music legends 
The Warratahs.

“To be on the same stage as 
The Warratahs, for me, is a real 
honour.”

Ainslie was born in Wellington 
and raised in Carterton till the 
age of six, attending St Mary’s 
School before moving over the 
hill to Titahi Bay. Ainslie loved 
country music from an early age 
and she and her sister Jess were 
both encouraged to follow their 
musical passion.

“Mum and Dad worked hard for us 
to pursue our dream of becoming 
entertainers, and I am so grateful 
to them.”

Ainslie won her first guitar at the 
age of 12, and performed her first 
professional singing engagement, 
for Sir Edmond Hillary, when she 
was 16. She was New Zealand 
Female Musician of the Year, and 
her band The Avocardo Babies 
placed third in the ‘Smokefree 
Rockquest’.

Ainslie starred in McDonald’s 
Young Entertainers, an iconic New 
Zealand TV show, and at 17 she 

delivered both national anthems 
for the All Blacks and the South 
African rugby teams. 

Some outstanding gigs have 
included entertaining troops in 
East Timor two times with New 
Zealander of the Year Mike King, 
and performing for an audience of 
250,000 at the Auckland domain. 
Ainslie judged and mentored 
the TV series “The Big Time”, 
and starred in Auckland Theatre 
Company’s productions of “Hair” 
and “Rocky Horror Show.”

Ainslie moved to Australia to 
sing professionally full-time with 
John Rowles, and her band the 
‘Rockettes’.

She graduated from CMAA 
Academy of Country Music 2018 
and again in 2019 after winning 
New Zealand Country Music 
Entertainer of the Year.

There, Ainslie met and since 
has become good mates with 
Australian country music legend 
Allan Caswell.

Allan has had over 1200 songs 
published over a 40 year career, 
his best-known being “On The 
Inside”, the theme from the 
television series Prisoner.

“When we got together with our 
guitars, we connected straight 
away. We have written two 
amazing songs that I think are 
going to hit home for a lot of 
people.”

Festival goers at the Wairarapa 
Country Music Festival will be 
among the first to hear these, 
along with a mix of chosen covers.

Ainslie’s album is currently in 
production to be released in 2020.
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PROGRAMME

FRIDAY  
24 January
2pm    
Official opening

2.10pm    
Wairarapa Country  
Music Club walk up

4pm    
Happy hour and  
background music

5pm  
Rob Webb MC 

5.30 - 6.15pm  
Dust and Gold

6.15 - 7pm  
Melissa and the Doctor

7 - 7.45pm  
Ainslie Allen

7.45 - 8.30pm  
Jackie Bristow

8.30 - 10pm  
Bevan Gardiner  
and James Davy

SATURDAY  
25 January
10 - 11.30am  
Wairarapa Country  
Music Club walk up

11.30am - 12.30pm  
Hired Gunz set plus walk up

12.30 - 1.30pm  
Lunch break and  
background music

CRUISE MARTINBOROUGH 
arrive

1.30 - 2.30pm  
Sue Dyson 

2.30 - 4pm   
Wayne Heath including the 
Buckhorn Bootscooters

4 - 5.30pm   
Happy hour and tea break

5.30pm 
CRUISE MARTINBOROUGH 
leave

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SPECTACULAR
5pm  
Rob Webb MC 

5.30 - 6pm  
Melissa and the Dr 

6 - 6.30pm  
Dust and Gold

6.30 - 7pm  
Jackie Bristow

7 - 7.30pm  
Ainslie Allen

7.30 - 8.30pm  
Bevan Gardiner  
and James Davy

8.30 - 10pm  
The Warratahs

SUNDAY  
26 JANUARY 
10 - 11am  
Wayne R Heath

11am - noon   
Sue Dyson

noon - 2pm  
Mixture of Artists 

2pm   
Farewell Finale
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DUST AND GOLD

The perfect music match
Fresh from opening for UB40, 
Nelson born singer/songwriter 
duo Dust & Gold, blends Nikita 
Fountain’s beautiful songbird 
voice and Mark McKenzie’s rich 
baritone over a wholesome and 
raw acoustic accompaniment of 
original material.

Their carefully crafted songs 
range from haunting Celtic 
influenced ballads, to foot-
tapping sing-along bluegrass 
tunes. The couple took some time 
out to bring us up to speed with 
what has been happening in their 
musical lives over the past year.

Which one of you is Dust and 
which is Gold?  
It changes by the day... Mark 
is Dust and Nikita is Gold (the 
golden girl from Golden Bay). 

How did the two of you get 
together as a duo?  
We met officially at Beggs Music 
Shop in Nelson. However Nikita 
worked as a real estate agent 
in an office next door to Mark’s 
music studio. Nikita began to 
spend more time at the studio 
than in the office!

How long have you been a duo? 
We have been together for three 
years on and off the stage – we 

were married on the 28th of 
December 2019. We will be  
newly-weds at the festival – it will 
be our honeymoon!

What are some of the highlights 
of Dust and Gold so far this year?  
Opening for the Warratahs. 
Opening for UB40 (in Nelson). 
Releasing our very first single 
“Merry Go Round’ in May and 
shooting our very first music 
video.... and getting married!

What are your musical 
influences?  
Nikita: Shania Twain, Kacey 

Musgraves, Dolly Parton, June 
Carter. Mark: Johnny Cash, Dire 
Straits, Peter Gabriel, Dave Dobbyn.

What sort of show can people 
expect from Dust & Gold at  
the festival?  
The sort of show you would see 
at the famous Bluebird Cafe in 
Nashville or the Grand Ole Opry.

Anything else you would  
like to add?  
It is our first time out of the South 
Island as a duo and we are super 
excited to bring our sound to 
Wairapapa Country Music Festival!
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MELISSA AND THE DR

Flawless vocals and  
that country twang
Take two keen country music 
aficionados from two different 
countries, generations and stylistic 
leanings.

Season with lead and harmony 
vocals reminiscent of Emmylou 
and Gram, Dolly and Porter, 
Tammy and George.

Add a dash of musical chemistry, 
and you have the duo that is 
Melissa Partridge and the Dr (Dr 
Hyram Twang).

Together they play a collection 
of stripped down classic country 
duets as well as alt-country and 
Americana tunes - some sweet, 
some bittersweet, some downright 
tragic - all delivered with feeling 
and style.

Melissa has a pure and natural 
voice, with a timbre full of heart 
and soul.

She has been singing and playing 
in the country music club scene 
since she was a youngster, 
winning and placing in many 
competitions including the NZ 
Gold Guitar Awards.

In 2007 she was inducted into the 
Old Time Music Hall of Fame in the 
USA and in 2008 her debut album 
“Melissa” won the Tui Award for 
Country Album of the Year.

In 2012 Melissa graduated from 
The Academy of Country Music 
in Australia and spent some time 
there singing and playing until 
returning to New Zealand.

The Dr has been a member of 
the Tui Award nominated folk 
band The Chaps for over 25 years, 
playing every major folk music 
festival in New Zealand as well as 
touring northern Europe three 
times.

As a boy, The Dr listened to Buck 
Owens, Merle Haggard and 

George Jones on the AM radio on 
the way to school and rounded out 
that listening with Jimi Hendrix, 
Jefferson Airplane and Joni 
Mitchell after school.

In the past few years he has 
been seen performing solo at 
several folk music festivals and 
gigs, as instigator of The Saddle 
Hill Billys (bluegrass) and Dr T & 
The Twang Tones (Tejano spiced 
California country), accompanying 
songwriter Bill Morris on tour and 
as a multi-instrumental backing 
musician and vocalist.

Melissa attended a concert by 
The Chaps when she was about 
11 years old. Many years later she 
and Hyram met once again in the 
Silverpeaks Country Music Club 
and ended up working together.

They have built up a full calendar 
of gigs and will be releasing an EP 
early in 2020, recorded at a  
live show.
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WAYNE R. HEATH

The consummate 
country entertainer
Wayne R. Heath has enjoyed over 
50 years as a singer, entertainer 
and recording artist.

His signature show “Nashville 
to New Zealand” attracts large 
followings at clubs, country music 
festivals and fairs.

For more than 50 years Wayne 
has enjoyed an extremely 
successful singing and recording 
career in Australia, the United 
States and now back home 
in New Zealand. He has been 
awarded a “Silver Scroll” for his 
achievements.

Wayne has found himself in the 
company of some of the biggest 
names in the entertainment 

industry both in New Zealand and 
overseas.

Wayne was born in Invercargill 
and grew up in Auckland. He won 
a major radio talent quest when 
just 15 years old and was instantly 
signed by major Auckland agents.

Wayne’s early music passion 
was for the country radio artists 
of the time like Hank Williams, 
Hank Snow, even yodelling. 
This was followed by what has 
since become known as Outlaw 
Country - Waylon Jennings, Merle 
Haggard, Johnny Cash, Elvis, 
Willie Nelson and the like. He was 
a fan of Bob Dylan.

“Their song-writing, their 
incredible timing and phrasing 
was simply amazing and still is 
huge today.”

We Wash Houses, 
Decks, Driveways 
& More.
Rural, Residential or Commercial, Wairarapa wide.

06 304 9653 027 30 49653 propertywash@hotmail.co.nz

propertywashwairarapa.co.nz
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MOTORHOMES AND
CRUISE MARTINBOROUGH

Cruise Martinborough 
goes country
The Wairarapa Country Music Festival 
is excited to have for the first time 
ever, the prestige classic car rally 
Cruise Martinborough on site for the 
Saturday afternoon from 1.30pm to 
5:30pm.

Our guests will have the chance  
to see hundreds of classic and  
muscle cars while enjoying our 

afternoon show.

The rally brings 
together the best 
classic and muscle 
cars all in one 
place with lots of 
opportunities to get 
up close and personal 
with these magnificent 
machines.

Cruise Martinborough is a hot 
rod, classic and muscle car event 

showcasing vehicles 
from the 1950s, 
1960s, 1970s and 
earlier. Special or 
unique vehicles 
outside that criteria 

are also welcome.

Cruise Martinborough 
is held in Wairarapa 

every January. Based in 
Martinborough, the cars cruise 

around the region from Friday to 
Sunday.

A motorhome friendly 
venue in a motorhome 
friendly region
The Motorhome and Caravan 
Park at Tauherenikau has had a 
significant facelift, making it an 
ideal place for campers to stay. 
Not only is it the perfect place to 
park up and enjoy the Wairarapa 
Country Music Festival with  
like-minded people, but at any 
time of year. 

There is new roading making 
it much easier to manoeuvre 
around and powered sites are 
now in and operational with 
plenty of ablution blocks around 
the racecourse. 

“We really value our campers 
so we wanted to make the site 
as enjoyable and practical as 
possible,” says General Manager 
Matthew Sherry. 

“The setting is absolutely perfect 
for camping. The park backs on 
to the Tauherenikau River and 
we are surrounded by beautiful 
trees and bush. The birdlife is 
incredible. You can walk through 
the bush and see kereru, tui, 
pheasants and quail, to name a 
few. It really is very picturesque 
here – and very peaceful.” 

Matthew is grateful to the New 
Zealand Motorhome and Caravan 
Association (NZMCA) for their 
support.

“The NZMCA have been 
wonderful supporters of the 
Wairarapa Country Music Festival, 
and in general. They organise the 
parking of the motorhomes and 
caravans on the day like a breeze. 
And most importantly, everyone 
has a great – and safe – time.” 

Wairarapa is well known to the 
motorhome and campervan 
community with its ‘Motor Home 
Friendly Destination’ status and 
thanks to the support of the three 
councils, motorhome and caravan 
owners can be assured a warm 
welcome.

There’s no better time to explore 
Wairarapa by motorhome or 
campervan than before or after 
the Wairarapa Country Music 
Festival. 

Destination Wairarapa, the 
regional tourism organisation, 
has developed a series of great 
touring route ideas that take 
in the region’s spectacular 
coastlines, big skies, wide valleys 
and colonial townships, all of 
which are connected by scenic, 
rolling country roads.

Castlepoint.  
Castlepoint is a spectacular 
seaside settlement, 50 minutes’ 
drive east of Masterton, a place 
to fish, surf, walk the rugged 
coastline, climb to the lighthouse, 
or play in the pretty lagoon. The 
campground has million-
dollar views without the 

price tag.

Riversdale Beach. 
Riversdale is a wide sweeping 
beach located 40 minutes from 
Masterton. A family playground 
for swimming, fishing, snorkelling 
and cray fishing. Larger rocky 
outcrops create sheltered inlets 
and rock pools, which are ideal for 
launching small boats.

Rimutaka Cycle Trail. 
The Rimutaka Cycle Trail 
features all types of New Zealand 
landscape: a river valley, bush-
clad mountains, lake-sides, farm 
land and a rugged coast. One of 
the best aspects of this Trail is its 
multiple access points meaning 
riders can tailor the journey to suit 
their needs and fitness levels.

Rewanui Forest Park. 
Just 15 minutes-drive east from 
Masterton, on the Masterton-
Castlepoint Road, the 334-hectare 
forest park is one of the best 
examples of lowland forest in 
the Wellington region with three 
walking tracks. A large parking 
area at the entrance is also ideal 
for motorhomes and campervans.

Cape Palliser. 
Quirky coastal villages, dramatic 
geography and a flashy 
lighthouse dominate the sparsely 
populated, but ruggedly beautiful 
coastline which is reached by 
driving south of Martinborough 

past the rural community of 
Pirinoa.



Wairarapa Country Music Festival 202014

WEDDINGS & FOOD

Rose & Smith outdoor 
kitchen to serve up 
country music cooking
At the Wairarapa Country Music 
Festival, come and try some 
delicious treats at Rose & Smith, 
the masters of cooking with 
fire, in its world famous outdoor 
kitchen.

Rose & Smith resident chef Dale 
Keith masters coal grills, fire pits 
and spit roast, transforming the 
best of Wairarapa produce and 
protein into the fresh, modern 
taste of Rose & Smith.

Dale has created a very special 
menu for the Country Music 
Festival - an American Style BBQ 
featuring Slow Cooked Ribs and 
Brisket and many more tempting 
dishes for you to enjoy.

A classic food cart will also be 
available at the Festival.

No BYO alcohol is allowed but 
there will be beer, wine and  
non-alcoholic beverages  
available to purchase.

The perfect venue  
for a country wedding  
or event
Tauherenikau Racecourse 
has quickly become one of 
Wairarapa’s hottest wedding 
venues with a beautiful light-
filled space - perfect for all kinds 
of events. The venue manages to 
be both charming and quaint, yet 
also stylish and glamorous. The 
racecourse provides a sense of 
‘yesteryear’, perfect for a wedding 
full of charm and effortless 
elegance. 

The stunning and 
tranquil natural 
surroundings, 
full of lush green 
native foliage 
and English 
trees, provide the 
perfect romantic 
setting for the day.

The native birdlife 
and Tauherenikau River 
also help create the perfect 
ambience. the quite literally, 
grand, grandstand a perfect 
backdrop for photos. Personalised 
service is provided on-site by 
event and wedding co-ordinators 
Rose & Smith who will help 
create a very special day from 
the planning right through to the 
catering.

Paula Bevege describes the 
Tauherenikau venue as “magical” 

and says that Rose & Smith pride 
themselves on providing a high 
level of service across all aspects 
of planning and overseeing the 
day so that the client can do “the 
most important thing of all – 
enjoying your event or wedding!”

The venue can seat up to 200 
guests. Well-known local chef Dale 
Keith provides catering that draws 
on fresh local produce with a true 
“from gate to plate” philosophy.

Dale designs a menu for the event 
based on the client’s preferences 

and desired atmosphere, and 
will provide your guests 

with a “feast to satisfy all 
the senses”. 

There is a wide range 
of accommodation 
available onsite. The 
very affordable and 

recently renovated 
rustic and charming 

Ranch accommodation 
provides 20 twin rooms 

with lounge and kitchen 
areas.

This is perfect for the budget 
conscious guests at just $40 per 
person per night. It is also perfect 
for groups looking for fun, relaxed 
and comfortable accommodation. 
Guests who have a motorhome or 
caravan can also book in. 

A large range of accommodation 
is available near to the venue 
which can be organised for you.

At Tauherenikau

 & Smith 
Rose

Rose & Smith, boutique 
weddings and events

www.roseandsmith.co.nz
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

1 On arrival present your ticket to 
gate staff who will direct you to 

your designated area. 

2 Entrance and exit signs are 
clearly marked. The main 

entrance can be used for entering 
and leaving the racecourse. 

3 All patrons are advised to stay 
within pathed areas and lit 

areas when dark. Should users 
venture outside these areas, 
please be aware of the following 
potential hazards.

• There are many trees in the 
grounds of Tauherenikau. 
Please be watchful for falling 
branches and debris.

• Please stay on the roads and do 
not venture into bushed areas 
for your own safety.

• Tauherenikau is a racecourse 
and horses are domiciled and 
trained on course. All stable 
areas are off bounds as is the 
racecourse proper.

• All buildings are off limits with 
the exemption of toilets blocks 
and manned areas such as the 
first aid room & secretary’s office. 

• The first aid room is clearly 
marked as ST JOHNS and 
situated at the back of the 
grandstand.

• The Secretary’s office is situated 
close to the birdcage in the 
stewards stand and clearly 
marked. 

• When driving in and out of the 
venue please be aware that 
it is a requirement to drive 
slowly and note there are speed 
bumps on both sides of the park 
entrance.

• Motorhomes and caravans on 
site for the weekend need to 
be CSC vehicles only and will 
be directed to a Motorhome/
Caravan designated parking 
area. Pets are only allowed 
inside the designated parking 
area and must be on leads. No 
pets outside of the parking 
gates. 

• Should you have children with 
you please ensure you make 
them aware of the Health 
and Safety matters required 
onsite and ensure children are 
supervised at all times.

• Tauherenikau is situated on 40 
hectares with many areas after 
dark being inaccessible due 
to poor lighting. Please do not 
venture out into any areas after 
sunset.

• When backing or driving 
vehicles into your allocated 
space please be watchful of 
other vehicles.

• Alcoholic beverages are 
available onsite. Patrons 
entering licensed areas must be 
18 years or older and must act 
responsibly. Intoxicated patrons 
will not be served and will be 
asked to leave the venue. 

• Security will be onsite at all 
times over the weekend. 

• In the event of any incident 
please report to the secretary’s 
office found in the main 
stewards stand area. 

• Site maps identifying all hazards 
and key areas will be found 
all around the course. Please 
take the time to read and be 
acquainted with all Health and 
Safety matters.

• Ample water will be available 
with water stations located 
throughout the venue

• It is the Wairarapa Racing 
Club’s intention for each 
and every patron to enjoy its 
wonderful venue and outline 
these important points for your 
safety. If you venture outside 
any of these guidelines then the 
Wairarapa Racing Club cannot 
be held responsible for your 
actions. 

If no one is available at the office 
please call 021 271 0364.

GUIDELINES FOR WAIRARAPA RACING CLUB COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL
BYO ALCOHOL IS NOT PERMITTED BUT WINE, BEER AND OTHER ALCOHOLIC AND 
NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE ON SITE.
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